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Our Story

It Began as the Waples House
Since 1839, a hotel or inn has occupied the corner of Second and Main—the present site of the 
Hotel Julien Dubuque. The original structure, four stories high, was called the Waples House and was 
named after its owner, Peter Waples, a wealthy Dubuque merchant. It was the first building visible to the 
travelers entering Dubuque from across the Mississippi. The Waples House was furnished extravagantly 
and was known far and wide for its gourmet cuisine.

Remodeled and Renamed
In 1854, the hotel was enlarged, remodeled, and renamed the Hotel Julien after the city’s namesake 
Julien Dubuque. This reconstruction doubled the hotel’s capacity. In 1889 the old section of the hotel was 
remodeled in order to complement the new addition. Shortly before the turn of the century, the City of 
Dubuque rivaled Chicago in size and was fast becoming an important center for trade and commerce. 
The Julien was the focal point of this bustling economy and gained recognition as a gathering place for 
the city’s rich and famous.

In 1913, the hotel was ravaged by a fire, which left little in its wake. Construction of the current hotel 
began at once and by 1915, what was then called the Hotel Julien Dubuque, was again open for business. 

In 1962 the Julien was purchased by Louis H. Pfohl and, after extensive remodeling, became the 
Julien Motor Inn with its modern and refined atmosphere. During this remodeling phase, many interesting 
and historic artifacts were incorporated into the décor, including the stained glass in the restaurant. 
In addition, a giant mirror was added to the Julien’s lobby that had been salvaged from the Ziegfeld 
Theatre in New York City.  The mirror was renowned as the place where every performer, including 
W.C. Fields and Will Rogers, caught the last glance at their costume before they walked onto the 
Ziegfeld Follies’ stage.

Rebirth of the Hotel
Inspired by the renaissance of Dubuque’s downtown, especially the Old Main District in which the 
Julien is located, and the ongoing development at the Port of Dubuque, the descendants of Louis Pfohl 
began a second extensive renovation of the historic hotel, beginning with an exterior restoration of 
stonework and windows. The hotel was later closed for a complete renovation of all interior spaces.  
The Hotel Julien Dubuque had its grand reopening in September 2009.

A considerable $30 million investment, the renovation has restored the classic grandeur of the 1915 
original Hotel Julien with all the modern amenities and sophisticated refinement guests expect from 
a contemporary hotel experience.


